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Fellowship is the heart of Rotary. It is the bond that brings together people from
diverse backgrounds, united by a shared commitment to service, friendship and
goodwill. During Rotary Fellowship Month, we celebrate the connections we
build, the friendships we cherish and the spirit of camaraderie that transforms
service into a joyful and meaningful journey. Together, we are not just members
of a club, but part of a global family making a difference in the world.
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MESSAGE PRESIDENT

Dear Rotarians,

As we approach the end of this Rotary year and prepare

for the formal handover of responsibilities on 30th June, I look
back with immense gratitude and pride at what we have
achieved together.

The month of June has been particularly memorable and
impactful. We were privileged to host an inspiring speaker
session by Padma Bhushan Dr. Ajai Chowdhry, whose insights and experiences left a
lasting impression on all of us. We also witnessed the formal handing over of the
infrastructure project at the PUMS School, a significant step towards supporting
education and creating better opportunities for young minds.

The BMNVC Project saw all entrepreneurs and the supervisor being formally handed
over with their certificates, recognizing them as trained Eye Test Technicians.
Another feather in their cap was the setting up of the first Eye Connect Optical Store.

Our eco-friendly, LPG operated crematorium, Sorga Bhoomi also underwent its periodic
maintenance under the able stewardship of Rtn Lt Gen M G Girish.

Rotarians also participated in the Pulse Polio Immunization Program working alongside
health workers to administer free oral polio drops to children below the age of five years.

Our Interact Club members also celebrated World Environment Day with great
enthusiasm through tree plantation drives and awareness programmes on waste
management, demonstrating Rotary's commitment to building a sustainable future.
These achievements are the result of the collective effort, dedication and commitment of
our members, board, committee chairs, project teams, Interactors and well-wishers.

I am indeed grateful for the unwavering support and encouragement of all former
Presidents, and the cooperation of all members who have made my tenure as President
both successful and deeply fulfilling.

As I hand over the reins of leadership, to Rtn C R Venkatraman, I do so with confidence
that our club will continue to grow, serve and make a meaningful difference in the lives of
others. I extend my heartfelt thanks to every member of our Rotary family for your trust,

cooperation and support throughout this wonderful journey.
-contd...
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MESSAGE | PRESIDENT

-contd...

It has been an honour and a privilege to serve as your President. I cherish the memories
we have created together and look forward to continuing our shared mission of Service
Above Self.

While my term as President comes to a close, my commitment to Rotary and to our
shared ideals remains as strong as ever. Thank you for allowing me the privilege of
serving alongside such dedicated and inspiring Rotarians. Together, we have made a
difference, and together, we will continue to create hope and transform lives.

With best wishes to Rtn C R Venkatraman and his Team of Office Bearers, for another
impactful year of Rotary service.

Yours sincerely,
H Harikrishnan




MESSAGE EDITOR

Dear Rotarians,

June is celebrated across the Rotary world as Rotary
Fellowship Month—a time to recognize and cherish one of
Rotary's greatest strengths: the friendships we build through
service.

While our projects, meetings and achievements are
important, it is fellowship that binds us together and
transforms a group of individuals into a Rotary family. The
bonds formed through shared purpose, mutual respect and

a commitment to Service Above Self are what make Rotary
truly special.

As we reach the end of another Rotary year, this month's newsletter reflects not only
the impact we have made in our community but also the spirit of teamwork that
made those accomplishments possible. From meaningful service projects and
healthcare initiatives to educational support and environmental awareness
programs, every success has been the result of members working together with
dedication and goodwill.

This issue also offers an opportunity to look back with gratitude, towards our club
leaders, project teams, Interactors, partners and every member who contributed
their time, talents and enthusiasm throughout the year. Each act of service, however
small, has helped strengthen our club and our community.

As one Rotary year concludes and another begins, let us carry forward the
friendships we have nurtured, the lessons we have learned and the shared
commitment, to make a positive difference in the world.

Thank you for being part of this remarkable journey.

Yours in Rotary Service,
Falguni Chakravarty



EVENTS HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MONTH

Speaker Meet
Padma Bhushan Dr Ajai Chowdhry, Co-founder, HCL
Interact Club, Laidlaw Memorial School & Junior College, Ketti
Waste Management Awareness Program

PUMS, Bettati
03 June Formal handing over of Letters of Confirmation to newly recruited
teachers

02 June

03 June

Interact Clubs of Cantonment Board Secondary School, Wellington &
05 June Holy Innocents High School & Junior College, Wellington
World Environmental Day Celebrations

09 June Regular Meet

16 June Regular Meet
BMNVC

19 June

-Formal handing over of Certificates to Entrepreneurs

PUMS, Bettati
23 June Formal handing over of completed infrastructure & Interaction with
newly appointed teachers

23 June Past Presidents’ Meet

Pulse Polio Immunization Program
28 June

Installation Ceremony of newly appointed President and his team of

oJ .
30 June Office-Bearers for the year 2026 -2027

We meet every Tuesday at 6.30pm at The Coonoor Club




EVENTS ‘ OFFICE BEARERS 2026-2027

Club President Rtn C R Venkatraman
Club Secretary Rtn Dr Rajesh Chandra
Club Vice - President Rtn H Harikrishnan
Club Treasurer Rtn Ullas Menon
Sergeant-at-Arms Rtn Colaso Jeyaprakas
Club Executive Secretary Rtn Glenn Croning
Club Foundation Chair Rtn Lt Gen M G Girish
Club Membership Chair Rtn Sheela Bhasin
Club Public Image Chair Rtn R Muralidharan
Club Service Project Chair Rtn Air Cmde Sanjay Khanna
Club Learning Facilitator Rtn Vijaya Dar
Club Young Leader Contact Rtn Sunil Goyal
Club Administration Rtn B C Kumar
Club Monthly Bulletin R;ﬁ;fﬂ‘;fgi:jﬁgjﬁ
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Chief Guest Chict G T Presid * Felicitation
Rin MPHF Dr V Balasubramanium TpiieEstin e e Rin K B Shanker

Regional Coordinator Asst Governor

Guest Rotarians with Our vivacious MC Secretary Rtn Dr Rajesh
Rtn Krishn Dev Rtn Nithya Ashish Chandra being felicitated

| i ‘ {l ..I | :" { :
J i A3

Introduction of President by Rtn Sunil Goyal receiving Introduction of Secretary by
Rin Sonalika Gadeock Commendation Certificate Rin Falguni Chakravarty

The Installation Ceremony of the new President and his team of Office Bearers for the Rotary Year 2026-
2027 was held on Tuesday, 30 June,2026, in a grand ceremony, at the Coonoor Club. The chief guest for
the evening was Rtn MPHF Dr V Balasubramanium, Regional Coordinator who, in the presence of Asst
Governor Rtn K B Shankar presided over the ceremony which was meticulously planned and executed. A
large gathering of Past Presidents, members of the club, Rotarians from sister clubs, Interactors, Anns and
Annets also graced the occasion. The event was followed by a sumptuous dinner.
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EVENT

LEGACY LEADERS
UPDATE

Past Presidents’ Meet

The final meeting of the Rotary year was fittingly dedicated to the leaders who
have shaped the journey of our Club over the decades. In a unique Past Presidents'
Meet, fifteen former Presidents came together to reflect on their Rotary
experiences, share insights from their years of service, celebrate the
accomplishments of the year gone by, and offer guidance for the future. The
evening served as a reminder that while Presidents may complete their terms,
their leadership and commitment continue to inspire successive generations of
Rotarians.
The Rotary Club of the Nilgiris is one of the oldest clubs in South India.
We are honoured to have with us Col TS Chhabra, one of the seniormost Rotarians
who has served Rotary for 57 years!

DrCol T S- Chhabra Cherian P Mathew

ot L
1981-82 2001-2002
o
_—
G Stephen Jayaseelan Mathew Jacob
1992-1993 2003-2004
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REFLECTIONS

VOICES OF
EXPERIENCE

Ullas Menon
2004-2005
2006-2007

o

T M Krishn Dev
2014-2015

Tini Korah
2018-2019

B C Kumar
2022-2023

Javrilal Parekh
2011-2012

J Mukund
2008-2009

As our Past Presidents reflected on their
Rotary journeys, a common theme
emerged—that of gratitude, perseverance,
and pride in belonging to a Club with a
rich legacy of service dating back to 1941.

They recalled the many challenges faced

Norman Wood J
2013-2014

over the decades, from identifying and R Muralidharan
. . - 2017-2018
nurturing younger Rotarians willing to
2021-2022

take on leadership roles to mobilising
resources for community projects in an
era when CSR funding was virtually non-
existent. Every project demanded
personal effort, persistence, and the
support of fellow Rotarians.

L

Among the Club's landmark PHF Lt Gen M G Girish
achievements remembered with pride, 2019-2020
was the long and determined effort to 2020-2021

establish an LPG Crematorium for the

N
Gp Cpt C H N Kumar Sunil Goyal
2023-2024 2024-2025




VOICES OF
EXPERIENCE

REFLECTIONS

residents of the Nilgiris. Overcoming numerous administrative and logistical hurdles,
the project finally became a reality in Coonoor in 2005 and stands today as a valuable
community asset and a blessing for countless families. Other impactful initiatives
recalled included the installation of Water Doctors in educational institutions to provide
safe drinking water and the implementation of rainwater harvesting systems in one of
the residential schools, to address critical water needs.

The Past Presidents also expressed their appreciation for the energy and commitment
being brought in by newer members, whose dedication to service is helping carry
forward Rotary's ideals. While celebrating the achievements of the outgoing year, they
encouraged all members to remain actively engaged, mentor future leaders, and
continue building on the strong foundation laid by generations of Rotarians. Their
collective message was one of optimism and confidence that the Club's finest years of
service still lie ahead.

For many of us who have joined Rotary in recent years, listening to these distinguished
Past Presidents was both inspiring and enlightening. Their recollections offered a
valuable glimpse into the challenges, sacrifices and determination that shaped many of
the Club's landmark projects and achievements. Equally inspiring was the warmth,
camaraderie and mutual respect shared among them—a true reflection of the Rotary
spirit and the bonds of friendship forged through years of service.

Their experiences, wisdom and unwavering commitment to the ideals of Rotary served
as a powerful reminder that we are not merely members of a club, but part of a close-
knit Rotary family united by a common purpose.
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SPEAKER
SPOTLIGHT

Co-founder, HCL

Padma Bhushan Dr. Ajai Chowdhry, is one of the six founding members of HCL and
widely regarded as one of the pioneers of India's Information Technology and
Electronics Revolution.

Born in Mount Abu and educated at Jabalpur Engineering College, Dr. Chowdhry
embarked on a remarkable entrepreneurial journey that helped shape India's
technology landscape. As a co-founder of HCL in 1976, he played a pivotal role in
building one of India's most respected technology enterprises and in establishing
India as a global IT powerhouse.

His contributions extend far beyond business. For decades, he has been a passionate
advocate for India's self-reliance in electronics, semiconductors and advanced
technologies. He currently serves as Chairman of the Mission Governing Board of
India's National Quantum Mission and is a member of the Advisory Board of the India
Semiconductor Mission, helping shape the nation's technological future.

In recognition of his extraordinary contribution to the growth of India's IT and
electronics industry, the Government of India conferred upon him the *Padma
Bhushan*, one of the nation's highest civilian honours, in 2011.

What is particularly inspiring is that even after achieving immense success as an
entrepreneur, Dr. Chowdhry continues to devote his time and energy to mentoring
young innovators, supporting startups, strengthening educational institutions, and
championing India's technological aspirations.
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SPEAKER
SESSION

Padma Bhushan Dr Ajai Chowdhry

Rotarians and Anns were privileged to listen to an
inspiring and thought-provoking address by Padma
Bhushan Dr. Ajai Chowdhry, Co-founder of HCL and one
of India’s pioneering technology leaders, on 2nd June,
2026.

Dr. Chowdhry began by taking the audience back to the
formative years of India’s IT revolution. Recounting the
founding of HCL in 1975, he described how six young
friends pooled together a modest sum of X1.86 lakh to
start a computer company at a time when India was
governed by the restrictive licence-permit regime. With
little capital, limited experience, and no concept of

“start-ups” as we know them today, the group faced numerous challenges, including the
inability to secure a manufacturing licence. Their perseverance, however, ultimately laid
the foundation for what would become one of India’s most respected technology
enterprises. His story served as a powerful reminder that vision, courage, and
determination often matter more than resources.

Turning to the future, Dr. Chowdhry spoke extensively about emerging technologies that
are poised to transform the world. As Chairman of the National Quantum Mission, he
shared insights into India’s ambitious ¥6,000-crore initiative aimed at making the
country self-reliant in quantum technologies. He explained how quantum computing
differs fundamentally from conventional computing and highlighted its immense
potential in areas such as advanced prediction systems, scientific research, and drug
discovery, building a robust ecosystem of scientists, laboratories, and start-ups dedicated
to quantum research.
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SPEAKER
SESSION

Padma Bhushan Dr Ajai Chowdhry

Dr. Chowdhry also explored the rapidly evolving field of Artificial Intelligence and its
long-term implications. Looking beyond the next decade, he discussed the possibility of
“superintelligence,” a stage at which machines may surpass human cognitive capabilities.
While acknowledging that such developments may sound futuristic, he highlighted how
advances in computing, human-machine integration, and nanotechnology could
dramatically reshape education, healthcare, and everyday life.

Particularly fascinating were his observations on nanobots—microscopic machines that
could one day travel through the human bloodstream to repair damaged cells and combat
diseases. Such innovations, he suggested, could significantly extend human life
expectancy and transform modern medicine.

Throughout his address, Dr. Chowdhry combined technical expertise with an engaging
vision of the future, encouraging the audience to think beyond current realities and
appreciate the speed at which technology is
advancing.

His presentation offered Rotarians a rare
opportunity to gain firsthand insights into the
innovations that are likely =7 ST

to define the coming —
decades, reaffirming the
importance of preparing
society for an era of
unprecedented change.
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EVENT BMNVC
UPDATE EYE CAMPS

Sanyogeeta Kulkarni

Total number of camps held in June 32
Total number of Reading Glasses Issued 2048
Gender-wise Count : Males 1572
Gender-wise Count : Females 1376
Total Referrals for Cataract & Other
Eye Related Issues 145




PHOTO GALLERY -BMNVC EYE CAMPS

Lawley Hospital,
Coonoor

Hotel Savoy

Ooty Gudalur

/.————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————_

The Blue Mountain Near Vision Collective (BMNVC) tackles near vision impairment — one of the most

common yet overlooked challenges affecting working communities.Through this collaborative initiative,

local women entrepreneurs have been trained as Eye Test Technicians, bringing essential vision care

directly to villages and tea estates across the Nilgiris.With the support of global and local partners, this
initiative aims to make vision care accessible, affordable and sustainable.

\_____________________________________________________________—



EVENT BMNVC
UPDATE | CERTIFICATE CEREMONY

Reflect Recognise Reimagine

Blue Mountain Mear
Vision Collective

Entrepreneurs & the Supervisor with their certificates

An event was organised at Ooty on 19th of June 2026, at Hotel Silver Oak, to mark
an important milestone for Blue Mountain Near Vision Collective.

The event brought together Entrepreneurs, Global Partners, Volunteers and
Stakeholders to reflect on the progress and impact of the Blue Mountain Near Vision
Collective (BMNVC), gather valuable feedback from those involved and brainstorm
ideas for future improvements.

This also served as an opportunity to recognise and appreciate the efforts of
Entrepreneurs by the presentation of certificates that they earned from their training
and written exam.

By encouraging an open discussion,
sharing experiences and celebrating
achievements, the event aimed to
strengthen collaboration and inspire
continued commitment towards the
program’s goals.




EVENT BMNVC
UPDATE  CERTIFICATE CEREMONY




EVENT A WINDOW TO
UPDATE BETTER VISION

Grand Opening of Zara Opticals

With great enthusiasm, a new shop at Boys Company, Coonoor was officially
inaugurated on the 19™ of June,2026 by Rtn Lt.Gen M G Girish and Mr Jayanth
Bhuvaraghan, marking another important milestone under the Blue Mountain
Near Vision Collective.

The opening reflects the commitment to creating sustainable livelihoods while
ensuring that quality products and services are easily accessible to the
community.

The event was attended by all entrepreneurs, stakeholders, partners, families,
well wishers and volunteers who came together to celebrate this new beginning.
We extend our heartfelt congratulations to the entrepreneur Ms Bakia Mary and
wish her every success in this new venture.

May this shop flourish, serve the community well and inspire many more
entrepreneurial journeys.




EVENT PUMS, BETTATI
UPDATE

Handing-over Letters of Confirmation to three newly appointed teachers

On Wednesday, 03 June,2026, all the newly appointed

teachers of PUMS, Bettati, were formally handed over

their Letters of Confirmation. The simple ceremony was

attended by Rtns Sheela Bhasin, Sanyogeeta Kulkarni,

Stephen Jayaseelan & Ann Susan Jayaseelan, Air Cmde

Sanjay Khanna & Falguni Chakravarty.

' The Rotarians took a tour of the school whose

¥ infrastructure had been refurbished during the summer
\ break and also interacted with the newly appointed

| teachers.

The Headmistress, Asst HM and staff of the school were

indeed motivated by the presence of the Rotarians.




EVENT

PUMS, BETTATI
UPDATE

Rtn Sanjay Khanna & Rtn Falguni Chakravarty addressing the gathering

SCHOOL INFRASTRUCTURE HANDOVER &
TEACHER DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE
A team of Rotarians recently visited Panchayat Union Middle School, Bettati, for the
formal handover of several infrastructure development projects undertaken by the Club
to enhance the learning environment and overall school facilities.

Rtn. Sanjay Khanna presented a brief report on the completed projects, which included
the comprehensive repainting of the school buildings. The previous green colour
scheme has now been replaced with an elegant grey palette, giving the campus a more
contemporary and public-school-like appearance. Other significant additions include a
newly constructed Science Laboratory, a dedicated Spoken English Classroom, roofing
of the open area adjoining the stage, to provide protection from sun and rain during
school activities, and the implementation of a Rainwater Harvesting system to support
environmental sustainability.

Rtn. Falguni Chakravarty then presented a brief report on the intensive teacher
capacity-building programme conducted during the summer vacation for the newly
appointed teachers. The training focused on Spoken English, Phonics, Communication
Skills, Learner-centred Teaching Methodologies and classroom engagement strategies.
She also highlighted the ongoing mentoring and hand-holding support that she will
continue to provide throughout the academic year on a voluntary basis.

The gathering also witnessed the formal introduction of the newly appointed teachers,
who will be handling Kindergarten, Spoken English, Mathematics and Physical
Education. The teachers expressed their enthusiasm and commitment towards
contributing to the growth of the school and its students.



EVENT

PUMS, BETTATI
UPDATE

Gy o) painfiy [P, o «
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Rotarians, Anns & Staff

In a touching gesture of gratitude, the
teachers and staff of the school felicitated Rin.
Sanjay Khanna and Rtn. Falguni Chakravarty
in recognition of their exemplary support,
commitment and sustained efforts towards
the development of the school.

The visiting Rotarians were then taken on a
guided tour of the campus, where they had
the opportunity to view the newly completed
facilities and interact with the teachers and
students. = Members  expressed  their
appreciation for the remarkable
transformation of the school and the positive
direction in which it is progressing. _

HM felicitating Rtn Sanjay Khanna

The programme concluded with a High Tea sponsored by Rtn. Sanjay Khanna and Rtn.
Sonalika Gadeock for all teachers, staff members and visiting Rotarians. Adding to the
joy of the occasion, every child in the school was also presented with a box of goodies.

The interaction proved highly motivating and encouraging for the teaching staff, who
expressed their appreciation for Rotary's continued support and involvement.
Rotarians, in turn, were deeply appreciative of the dedication, vision, and tireless
efforts of Rtn. Sanjay Khanna and Rtn. Falguni Chakravarty, whose commitment has
played a pivotal role in the ongoing transformation of PUMS Bettati into a vibrant
centre of learning and excellence.



PROJECT

A BHOOMI
UPDATE SORE 00

Periodic Servicing of the LPG Crematorium in Progress

‘Sorga Bhoomi’, the LPG operated crematorium located on the Wellington
Cantonment cremation ground, was established and is maintained and operated by
the Rotary Club of the Nilgiris. It has been providing a dignified, hygienic and
environmentally responsible cremation service to our community for several years.

Throughout this period, we have endeavoured to keep our charges affordable despite
rising operational costs.

Over the past couple of months however, there has been an unprecedented increase
in the cost of LPG, which is the primary fuel used in the crematorium.

The price of commercial LPG cylinders has risen by nearly 60%, and suppliers have
indicated that further increases cannot be ruled out.

In addition, the costs associated with maintenance of the cremation equipment,

upkeep of the facility and other operational expenses have also increased
substantially over the years.



PROJECT

UPDATE SORGA BHOOMI

Servicing the 100 feet chimney & other protective structures

Following a detailed review of operational expenses, maintenance requirements and
service sustainability, it has become necessary to revise the charges.

Accordingly, with effect from 1st June 2026, the cremation charges at the Rotary
Crematorium are being revised from 39,000 to 312,000 per cremation.

This decision has been made solely to ensure the continued provision of a reliable
and dignified service to the community. We also assure the public that should LPG
prices reduce significantly in the future, the charges will be reviewed accordingly.

We seek the understanding and support of the community in this matter and thank
all citizens for their continued trust and cooperation.




Our pillars of the Pulse Polio =3 LA
Immunization Program, R
Rtn Javrilal Parekh & | =
Rtn Colaso Jeyprakas at the
Health Centre, Muncipal Office
Inaugural Function and Govt.
Lawley Hospital.

The Rotary Club of The Nilgiris actively partners with the district
administration and health departments to execute Pulse Polio
immunisation drives. Rotarians volunteer to work alongside health
workers at special booths, to administer free oral polio drops to children
under five years of age.
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SPOTLIGHT T,

College, Ketti, organised a Waste Management Awareness Program
at Kethorai Village on 03 June,2026.

They conducted a meeting in the village Community Hall & collected
e-waste from six villages.

The collected e-waste was handed over to ‘Clean Coonoor’, a registered charitable
Public Trust with solid waste management as its area of focus, to mark World
Environmental Day on 5th June, 2026.

£ e

Cheers to our young brigade!
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YOUTH
SPOTLIGHT

The Interactors of Holy Innocents High School & Junior
College,Wellington,enthusiastically celebrated World Environment

Day on 5th June, 2026, with the aim of creating awareness about the importance of
protecting and preserving our environment.

The day began with a special assembly where students shared inspiring thoughts,
speeches and facts about environmental conservation. The significance of this year's
theme was highlighted, encouraging everyone to adopt eco-friendly habits in their
daily lives.

A tree-planting ceremony was conducted in the school campus, symbolizing our
commitment to a greener and healthier future. Saplings were given to the students as a
part of the celebration .Teachers encouraged students to become responsible
environmental stewards by practicing the principles of Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle.

The celebration concluded with a pledge to protect the environment and work towards
building a sustainable world. The programme served as a reminder that every small
action can make a significant difference in safeguarding our planet for future
generations.

T A —
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YOUTH
SPOTLIGHT

Interact Club

World Environment Day Celebrations

World Environment Day was celebrated by the Interactors of
Cantonment Board Secondary School (CBSS), Wellington, on 5™ June 2026,
with great enthusiasm and active participation.

The programme commenced with an Environmental Protection Pledge Ceremony. The
Chief Executive Officer (CEO), Engineering Staff, Sanitary Workers, Army Personnel,
Teachers and Students participated in the event and took a pledge to protect and
preserve Mother Earth for future generations.

Following the pledge, a rally was organized to create awareness among the public
about the importance of environmental conservation and sustainable living. The
participants carried placards and spread messages on protecting nature and
maintaining a clean and green environment.

A tree plantation drive was conducted to encourage environmental responsibility and
increase green cover. Everyone actively participated in planting saplings and learned
about the significance of trees in maintaining ecological balance.

The programme concluded with an awareness presentation by students, highlighting
various environmental issues and the measures that can be adopted to safeguard the
environment. The celebration successfully promoted environmental awareness and
inspired all participants to contribute towards a cleaner, greener and healthier planet.




JOYFUL

CELEBRATIONS MOMENTS

A special highlight of the month was the celebration of the 8oth birthday of
Ritn Norman Wood J, one of our senior-most Rotarians, on 2nd June, 2026.
Surrounded by friends and fellow members, he was showered with good wishes &

affection.Ann Lorraine,generously treated everyone to a delightful spread of snacks and
tea, making the gathering even more memorable.

BIRTHDAY ANNIVERSARY
27 June Raman Menon 06 June Diana Cyrus Bharucha
27 June Chandra Kumar B 29 June Sheela A Bhasin



As we conclude this Rotary year and celebrate Rotary Fellowship Month,
we are reminded that the true strength of Rotary lies not only in the projects
we undertake but also in the friendships we build along the way.

Fellowship transforms service into a shared journey, bringing together
people of diverse backgrounds with a common purpose, which is, to serve
humanity.

May the bonds we have nurtured this year continue to inspire us, strengthen
our club and guide us as we embark on a new chapter of service and
friendship.

Together, We Make a Difference.
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	As one Rotary year concludes and another begins, let us carry forward the friendships we have nurtured, the lessons we have learned and the shared commitment, to make a positive difference in the world.
	Thank you for being part of this remarkable journey.
	Yours in Rotary Service, Falguni Chakravarty


	EVENTS
	HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MONTH
	Regular Meet
	Regular Meet
	Past Presidents’ Meet
	Pulse Polio Immunization Program
	We meet every Tuesday at 6.30pm at The Coonoor Club

	EVENTS
	OFFICE BEARERS 2026-2027
	INSTALLATION CEREMONY PHOTO GALLERY
	The Installation Ceremony of the new President and his team of Office Bearers for the Rotary Year 2026-2027 was held on Tuesday, 30 June,2026, in a grand ceremony, at the Coonoor Club. The chief guest for the evening was Rtn MPHF Dr V Balasubramanium, Regional Coordinator who, in the presence of Asst Governor Rtn K B Shankar presided over the ceremony which was meticulously planned and executed. A large gathering of Past Presidents, members of the club, Rotarians from sister clubs, Interactors, Anns and Annets also graced the occasion. The event was followed by a sumptuous dinner.
	The Nilgiri Rotarian
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	INSTALLATION CEREMONY PHOTO GALLERY
	EVENT UPDATE
	LEGACY LEADERS
	Past Presidents’ Meet

	VOICES OF  EXPERIENCE
	REFLECTIONS
	VOICES OF  EXPERIENCE
	REFLECTIONS
	SPEAKER
	SPOTLIGHT
	Padma Bhushan Dr Ajai Chowdhry
	Co-founder, HCL
	Padma Bhushan Dr. Ajai Chowdhry, is one of the six founding members of HCL and widely regarded as one of the pioneers of India's Information Technology and Electronics Revolution.
	Born in Mount Abu and educated at Jabalpur Engineering College, Dr. Chowdhry embarked on a remarkable entrepreneurial journey that helped shape India's technology landscape. As a co-founder of HCL in 1976, he played a pivotal role in building one of India's most respected technology enterprises and in establishing India as a global IT powerhouse.
	His contributions extend far beyond business. For decades, he has been a passionate advocate for India's self-reliance in electronics, semiconductors and advanced technologies. He currently serves as Chairman of the Mission Governing Board of India's National Quantum Mission and is a member of the Advisory Board of the India Semiconductor Mission, helping shape the nation's technological future.
	In recognition of his extraordinary contribution to the growth of India's IT and electronics industry, the Government of India conferred upon him the *Padma Bhushan*, one of the nation's highest civilian honours, in 2011.
	What is particularly inspiring is that even after achieving immense success as an entrepreneur, Dr. Chowdhry continues to devote his time and energy to mentoring young innovators, supporting startups, strengthening educational institutions, and championing India's technological aspirations.
	We had the honour and privilege to host Dr Ajai Chowdhry at our club on  02 June, 2026.




	SPEAKER
	SESSION
	A Glimpse Into India’sTechnological Future
	Padma Bhushan Dr Ajai Chowdhry
	Rotarians and Anns were privileged to listen to an inspiring and thought-provoking address by Padma Bhushan Dr. Ajai Chowdhry, Co-founder of HCL and one of India’s pioneering technology leaders, on 2nd June, 2026. Dr. Chowdhry began by taking the audience back to the formative years of India’s IT revolution. Recounting the founding of HCL in 1975, he described how six young friends pooled together a modest sum of ₹1.86 lakh to start a computer company at a time when India was governed by the restrictive licence-permit regime. With little capital, limited experience, and no concept of
	“start-ups” as we know them today, the group faced numerous challenges, including the inability to secure a manufacturing licence. Their perseverance, however, ultimately laid the foundation for what would become one of India’s most respected technology enterprises. His story served as a powerful reminder that vision, courage, and determination often matter more than resources.
	Turning to the future, Dr. Chowdhry spoke extensively about emerging technologies that are poised to transform the world. As Chairman of the National Quantum Mission, he shared insights into India’s ambitious ₹6,000-crore initiative aimed at making the country self-reliant in quantum technologies. He explained how quantum computing differs fundamentally from conventional computing and highlighted its immense potential in areas such as advanced prediction systems, scientific research, and drug discovery, building a robust ecosystem of scientists, laboratories, and start-ups dedicated to quantum research.




	SPEAKER
	SESSION
	A Glimpse Into India’sTechnological Future
	Padma Bhushan Dr Ajai Chowdhry
	Dr. Chowdhry also explored the rapidly evolving field of Artificial Intelligence and its long-term implications. Looking beyond the next decade, he discussed the possibility of “superintelligence,” a stage at which machines may surpass human cognitive capabilities. While acknowledging that such developments may sound futuristic, he highlighted how advances in computing, human-machine integration, and nanotechnology could dramatically reshape education, healthcare, and everyday life.
	Particularly fascinating were his observations on nanobots—microscopic machines that could one day travel through the human bloodstream to repair damaged cells and combat diseases. Such innovations, he suggested, could significantly extend human life expectancy and transform modern medicine.
	Throughout his address, Dr. Chowdhry combined technical expertise with an engaging vision of the future, encouraging the audience to think beyond current realities and                                                                    appreciate the speed at which technology is                                                                  advancing.
	His presentation offered Rotarians a rare                                                                  opportunity to gain firsthand insights into the                                                                  innovations that are likely                                                                   to define the coming                                                                  decades, reaffirming the                                                                  importance of preparing                                                                  society for an era of                                                                  unprecedented change.




	BMNVC  EYE CAMPS
	EVENT UPDATE
	Sanyogeeta Kulkarni Associate Editor & BMNVC Project Lead
	CSI Hobart Middle School, Ooty
	Wellington Police Station
	Total number of camps held in June
	Total number of Reading Glasses Issued
	2948
	Gender-wise Count : Males
	1572
	Gender-wise Count : Females
	1376
	Total Referrals for Cataract & Other  Eye Related Issues
	145
	Appleby, Coonoor
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	EVENT UPDATE
	BMNVC CERTIFICATE CEREMONY
	Reflect    Recognise   Reimagine
	Sanyogeeta Kulkarni Associate Editor & BMNVC Project Lead
	Entrepreneurs & the Supervisor with their certificates
	An event was organised at Ooty on 19th of June 2026, at Hotel Silver Oak, to mark an important milestone for Blue Mountain Near Vision Collective. The event brought together Entrepreneurs, Global Partners, Volunteers and Stakeholders to reflect on the progress and impact of the Blue Mountain Near Vision Collective (BMNVC), gather valuable feedback from those involved and brainstorm ideas for future improvements.
	This also served as an opportunity to recognise and appreciate the efforts of Entrepreneurs by the presentation of certificates that they earned from their training and written exam.
	By encouraging an open discussion, sharing experiences and celebrating achievements, the event aimed to strengthen collaboration and inspire continued commitment towards the program’s goals.




	EVENT UPDATE
	BMNVC CERTIFICATE CEREMONY
	Rtn Lt Gen M G Girish
	Kiran Anandampillai
	Rtn Sanyogeeta Kulkarni
	Updates & Reflections on the progress & impact of BMNVC
	Jayanth Bhuvaraghan
	The Nilgiri Rotarian
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	EVENT UPDATE
	A WINDOW TO  BETTER VISION
	Grand Opening of Zara Opticals
	Sanyogeeta Kulkarni Associate Editor & BMNVC Project Lead
	With great enthusiasm, a new shop at Boys Company, Coonoor was officially inaugurated on the 19th of June,2026 by Rtn Lt.Gen M G Girish and Mr Jayanth Bhuvaraghan, marking another important milestone under the Blue Mountain Near Vision Collective.  The opening reflects the commitment to creating sustainable livelihoods while ensuring that quality products and services are easily accessible to the community. The event was attended by all entrepreneurs, stakeholders, partners, families, well wishers and volunteers who came together to celebrate this new beginning. We extend our heartfelt congratulations to the entrepreneur Ms Bakia Mary and wish her every success in this new venture. May this shop flourish, serve the community well and inspire many more entrepreneurial journeys.




	EVENT UPDATE
	PUMS, BETTATI
	Handing-over Letters of Confirmation to three newly appointed teachers

	EVENT UPDATE
	PUMS, BETTATI
	Rtn Sanjay Khanna & Rtn Falguni Chakravarty addressing the gathering

	EVENT UPDATE
	PUMS, BETTATI
	Rotarians, Anns & Staff
	Happy children with their box of goodies
	HM felicitating Rtn Sanjay Khanna

	PROJECT UPDATE
	SORGA BHOOMI
	Periodic Servicing of the LPG Crematorium in Progress


	PROJECT UPDATE
	SORGA BHOOMI
	Servicing the 100 feet chimney &  other protective structures

	PULSE POLIO IMMUNIZATION PROGRAM
	YOUTH
	SPOTLIGHT
	Interact Club   Waste Management Awareness Program
	The Interactors of Laidlaw Memorial School & Junior  College, Ketti, organised a Waste Management Awareness Program at Kethorai Village on 03 June,2026. They conducted a meeting in the village Community Hall & collected  e-waste from six villages.  The collected e-waste was handed over to ‘Clean Coonoor’, a registered charitable Public Trust with solid waste management as its area of focus, to mark World Environmental Day on 5th June, 2026.
	Cheers to our young brigade!



	YOUTH
	SPOTLIGHT
	Interact Club   World Environment Day Celebrations
	The Interactors of Holy Innocents High School & Junior  College,Wellington,enthusiastically celebrated World Environment  Day on 5th June, 2026,  with the aim of creating awareness about the importance of protecting and preserving our environment.
	The day began with a special assembly where students shared inspiring thoughts, speeches and facts about environmental conservation. The significance of this year's theme was highlighted, encouraging everyone to adopt eco-friendly habits in their daily lives.  A tree-planting ceremony was conducted in the school campus, symbolizing our commitment to a greener and healthier future. Saplings were given to the students as a part of the celebration .Teachers encouraged students to become responsible environmental stewards by practicing the principles of Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle.
	The celebration concluded with a pledge to protect the environment and work towards building a sustainable world. The programme served as a reminder that every small action can make a significant difference in safeguarding our planet for future generations.



	YOUTH
	SPOTLIGHT
	Interact Club   World Environment Day Celebrations
	World Environment Day was celebrated by the Interactors of  Cantonment Board Secondary School (CBSS), Wellington, on 5th  June 2026, with great enthusiasm and active participation.
	The programme commenced with an Environmental Protection Pledge Ceremony. The Chief Executive Officer (CEO), Engineering Staff, Sanitary Workers, Army Personnel, Teachers and Students participated in the event and took a pledge to protect and preserve Mother Earth for future generations.
	Following the pledge, a rally was organized to create awareness among the public about the importance of environmental conservation and sustainable living. The participants carried placards and spread messages on protecting nature and maintaining a clean and green environment.  A tree plantation drive was conducted to encourage environmental responsibility and increase green cover. Everyone actively participated in planting saplings and learned about the significance of trees in maintaining ecological balance.
	The programme concluded with an awareness presentation by students, highlighting various environmental issues and the measures that can be adopted to safeguard the environment. The celebration successfully promoted environmental awareness and inspired all participants to contribute towards a cleaner, greener and healthier planet.



	JOYFUL MOMENTS
	CELEBRATIONS
	A special highlight of the month was the celebration of the 80th birthday of  Rtn Norman Wood J, one of our senior-most Rotarians, on 2nd June, 2026. Surrounded by friends and fellow members, he was showered with good wishes & affection.Ann Lorraine,generously treated everyone to a delightful spread of snacks and tea, making the gathering even more memorable.
	BIRTHDAY
	ANNIVERSARY
	27 June   Raman Menon
	06 June   Diana Cyrus Bharucha
	27 June   Chandra Kumar B
	29 June   Sheela A Bhasin


	As we conclude this Rotary year and celebrate Rotary Fellowship Month, we are reminded that the true strength of Rotary lies not only in the projects we undertake but also in the friendships we build along the way.
	Fellowship transforms service into a shared journey, bringing together people of diverse backgrounds with a common purpose, which is, to serve humanity.
	May the bonds we have nurtured this year continue to inspire us, strengthen our club and guide us as we embark on a new chapter of service and friendship.  Together, We Make a Difference.

